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* ‘The langnuage of prose often approaches very
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* Grammarians do not lead speech : they follow it
If a grammarian said, This is the way p=ople used to
sp=ak in timss past, therefore this is the way people ought
to sp=ak now, he would not b a wise or good gramma-
rian, because a language is not the same at all times ; and
if it has changed well it has changed, for better or for
worse, and all that the grammarian has to do is to accept
the fact and describe the bast usage of his time to the best

of his ability Wyld,
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(1) 1. Archaic—&. 3% Toviond. =5 Jabio
A
2 Classical-&. 3% ScoSoom
3- Standard-&. 3% JanxoH
4. Dialectal-&. 3% S0, ZarT.—
Jairo 3.

(2) 1. Archaic—Soa
2. Classical-s0

* 088 amy d50 sodm, AEE FOYEM, T ¥noT®.
-—f

In many countries men of letters, poets or story tellers
formed a caste apart, with tradition, customs. and privileg-
es of their own, their language therefore had all the chara-
cterstics of a special language, necessitating imitation and
imposing an apprenticeship to the craft It might even
happen that the role of the poet was partly religious and
certain literary languages are, at the same time, religious
languages. In Greece the peculiarities of the great lyric
poems were no doubt due to the fact that they were based
on such religious languages. Even apart from all religious
influences there arose in many countries literary languages
which were limited to certain very definite uses The lang-
uage of the Greek epic is a type of such literary languages
which took shape in the hands of all the poets and became
fixed once for all Whoever in Greece sought inspiration
from the Epic Muse used a language correspondingin no
way to any spoken tongue.

(Vendreys)
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3. Standard-3¢&

4. Dialectal-&.&
Archaic, Classical @&=o&s»: Standard & gxrmo@s;
Dialect ©osmogsn. 4588 Tghn¥y8. §of Awiwe
VEIEEn ©d TR s F0%8,

Se Nep %) FoHmybh. b SITS 583 & wdrsy.
RoAHers I8 13 Far aH S FUIH ErFH I 0D
Tomst, ($b EEHTH FOToH PRDHHOD I;EIHTG.
RS 85 To PR Ir¥vor Fe¥d OHowHS® nodoisars
BaHBY 0ATH. JpotdH T o™ 0TS eEJEH S50
Ponsa. d5myi® SeSHor oofodo eIEHY (FESD
. *

RS SrOSEEm %8 AN HHHN FIHGS
PEsheosts 507 TESS 8%0d IS asydme.
5 Sirbo I @K %Hed’ Ho8 uIBISr aond.

PEbETRorD I8 Trdses ©f a0iHs
Poetic language ©9. the language of prose 9, the language
of higher, imaginative prose ©9, liturgical language ©%

* Dr. Johnson in the plan of his dictionary issued in
1747, declared that one end of his undertaking was, ’to fix
the English language’. But a man could not compile a
vocabulary of the tongue without learning something of the
nature of speech. By the time he finished his work, he had
been cured of this particular error. It seemed impossible for
most men of the past-the impossibility continues for most
men of the present-to comprehened the elementary principle
that in order to have a language become fixed, it is first
necessary that those who speak it should become dead-
dead, at least intellectually, if not physically. Then indeed
it canundergo no change for thereis no one to change it.
But so long as it lives in the mouths of men and not merely
in the pages of books, it must constantly...

(Lounsbury. The standard of usage.)
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o8 Poetic diction 2. Prose diction ®?. wond® gow
ngher imaginative prose diction @9. Oratorical Style 9.
Conversational style ©0 3530 (Hos¥ Jo &3 dg2I.
eg o JTSEEL, I3 O ;@gﬁ"o& TN
OIS Koo, ©IE JEWT I KRodBdiygs, TUNE of
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* The peuple est souverain en matiere de langage.
(The people is sovereign in matters of language.)

* * In any case, it can be foreseen that the fate of this
literary French will be that of Latin. It will be preserved
as a dead language, with its rules and vocabularies fixed
ence for all. The living language will continue to develop
independently of it.”
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* Standard English like standard French, is now more
a class dialect than a local dialect. It is the language of the
educated all over Great Britain. But it is not yet perfectly
uniform. It is still liable to be influencd by the local dialects
in grammar and vocabulary and still more in pronunciation.

Again English, like all other living languages, changes
from generation to generation Pronunciations which are
vulgar in one century may become fashionable in the next..

A spoken language is, therefore, necessarily a vague
and floating entity. And English is no exception to the
rule...A standard spoken language is, strickly speaking an
abstruction No two speakers of standurd English pronounce
exactly alike’ Encyc. Britanica-Phonetics.)
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“ ] have fouid that the direct influence which the
Calcutta University wields over our language is not streng-
thening and vitahsing but pedantic and narrow. It tries to
perpetuate the anachromsm of preserving the Pandit-made
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Bengali swathed in gram mar wrappings borrowed from a
dead language. It is every day becoming a more formidable
obstacle in the way of our boys' acquiring that imastery of
their Mother-tongue which is of life and literature. The
artificial language of a learned mediocrity, inert and formal,
ponderous and didactic, devoid of the least breath of creati-
ve vitality, is forced upon our boys at the most receptive
period of their life... In the modern European Univesrities
the medium of instruction being the vernacular, the students
in receiving, recording and communicating their lessons,
perpectually come into intimate touch withit, making its
acquaintance where it is not slavishly domineered by one
particular sect of acadamicians. The personalities of vari«
ous authors, the individualities of their styles, the relation
of the living power of their language are constantly and
closely brought to their minds .. But our students have not
the same opportunity, except in their private studies and
according to their private tastes. And. therefore, their
minds are more liable to come under the influence of some
inflexible standard of language manufactured by pedagogu-
es and not given birth to by the genius of artists. | assert
once again that those who, from their position and authority
have the power and the wish to help our language in the
unfolding of its possibilities, must know that in the present
stage, freedom of mouvement is of more vital necessity than

fixedness of forms. *
(Modern Review)
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